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The Magnification of a Changing Referinghausen 

Culture + Landscape 



German Agriculture in Transition 

 

1269-1939 

- Centuries of subsistence agriculture with faith-

based governance 

- Cultural identity shaped by common 

practice/faith (interdependent) 

 

1939-1990 

- 20th century nation-building subsidies 

- Government backed commercial farming 

(dependent) 

 

1990-Current Day 

- Integration into the EU CAP (Common Agricultural 

Policy) following reunification of Germany (1990) 

- Small scale farming no longer viable 

(independent) 

 

*Without government subsidies, small/family farms must 

adapt or risk complete economic retreat.  

















Referinghausen Events Calendar 

 

● Osterfeuer (March/April) 

● Dorffest* (May) 

● “Krach am Bach”* (May) 

● Familienfest (June) 

● Schützenfest (July) 

● Fire Department Day (August) 

● Town Planning Day (September) 

● Harvest/Thanksgiving (October) 

● Christmas Holidays (December) 



Referinghausen Societies/Clubs 

 

- Volunteer Fire Brigade (88 members) 

- Catholic Women’s Community (45 members)* 

- Rural Women (37 members) 

- St. Sebastian Schützenbrotherhood (165 members)* 

- Hunting Companions (110 members) 

- TuS Blue-Yellow Referinghausen eV (98 members)* 

- Archery Nighthunters Referinghausen (28 members) 

- CDU Local Branch (10 members) 

 











Referinghausen Now 

A network of villages…  







How can we express the present identity of 

Referinghausen and the neighboring villages? 



Proposal: new spaces for music, dance, and 

performances… spaces to celebrate traditions and 

support new ways to gather! 



Bus R48 

Schutzenhalle 

St. Nicholas 



Bus R48 

Schutzenhalle 

St. Nicholas 

Hill Site 



Referinghausen Festivals/Celebrations 

Osterfeuer (Easter Fire) 



OPEN MIND SPACES, CHRISTOPH HESSE 

INDIVIDUAL: PLAY/EXPLORE 



750 Anniversary Celebration 

Referinghausen Festivals/Celebrations 



Schützenfest 

Referinghausen Festivals/Celebrations 



Krach am Bach 

Referinghausen Festivals/Celebrations 



Schützenhalle Referinghausen 

Referinghausen Festivals/Celebrations 



Musikverein Oberschledorn 

Precedents: Outdoor Amphitheater 



Site Proposal 

Referinghausen Looking South 



Site Proposal 

Looking South from the Schutzenhalle 



Site Proposal 

Referinghausen Schutzenhalle 
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Referinghausen Schutzenhalle Interior 



Red Rocks Park + Amphitheatre  

Precedents: Landscape Theater 



Red Rocks Park + Amphitheatre  

Precedents: Landscape Theater 



Welche Veranstaltungen wünschen Sie sich in 

Referinghausen? 

 

(What events would you like to see in Referinghausen?) 
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